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differentiation exists, Although the latter may be
accomplished in a general way, yet, normally, it remains full
of gaps owing to the fact that very extensive areas of psychic
life may remain unconscious. With respect to unconscious
contents no discrimination can take place, and therefore
on this terrain no relationship can be established; here there
still reigns the original unconscious condition of a primitive
identity of the ego with others, in other words a complete
'absence of relationship.
It is true that a youth of marriageable age possesses an
ego-consciousness (as a rule a girl has more than a man),
but since he has only recently emerged as it were from the
mists of the original unconsciousness, he necessarily has wide
regions which still lie in the shadows of that state. In so
far as these regions extend, they do not admit the formation
of a psychological relationship. The practical outcome of
this is that the young man, (or woman) can have only an
incomplete understanding of himself or others, and therefore
/is only imperfectly informed as to the motives of others
* ^and of himself. As a rule he acts almost entirely from
unconscious motives. Naturally it appears to him sub-
jectively as though he were very conscious, for one con-
stantly over-estimates the conscious content. It is and
remains a great and surprising discovery, when we find
out that what we had supposed to be a final peak is in reality
nothing but the lowest step of a very long approach. The
greater the extent of unconsciousness, the less is marriage
a free choice, a fact that shows itself subjectively in the
sense of the driving power of fate so clearly felt when one
is in love.
The motivations that remain unconscious are of both
a personal and a general nature. First of all there are the
motives that originate from the parental influence. In
this respect the relationship of the young man to his mother,
and of the girl to her father is the determining factor. It is
the strength of the bond to the parents which is of paramount

